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MEM Industry at a glance,
by end of 2018

International Fluid Power Summit, Hannover, 3rd April 2019
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Key Figures of the MEM Industries 2018

• Total turnover: CHF 87 Billions

• Export: CHF 69,7 Billions

(approx. 30% of all Swiss exports) 

• Share of export: 79% (of which 60% goes to the Euro zone)

• Shar of GDP: over 7%

• Workforce: around 320’000 in Switzerland 
(in addition approx. 540’000 abroad)

• Apprenticeships: around 20’000 in Switzerland
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Total Swiss goods exports 2018
Sectors in %

Other sectors 10%

Foodstuffs 4%

Watches 9%

Textiles 1%

Electricity 1%

Other chemical products 7%

Mechanical engineering 10%

Precision instruments 7%

Electrical engineering/electronics 5%

Metalworking 6%

Vehicles 2%

Pharmaceuticals 38%

Share of the MEM industries: 30%
Source: Swiss Federal Customs Administration (EZV)
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New orders received by the MEM Industries
Swissmem quarterly statistics (Q1 2001=100)
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Turnover of the MEM Industries

Swissmem quarterly statistics (Q1 2001=100)
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Exports of the MEM Industries

Source: EZV
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Exports MEM Industries

Quelle: EZV

In Billions Euro
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Exports of MEM Industries Jan to Dec 2018

By product groups: change compared with previous year

Precision 
instruments

Machines, mecha-
nical engineering

Total

Electronics, elec-
trical engineering

Metals

4.6

7.4

5.5

4.5

4.4

11.4

16.8

14.4

22.1

69.7

in Bio. CHF Change in %
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Exports MEM Industries Jan to Dec 2018
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Production capacities in the MEM Industries
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Workforce in the MEM Industries
(Full-time and part-time, as of Nov. 2019)    

Year Employees  in % 
to previous year

2004 309’800 – 1,4
2008 350’400 3,8
2009 336’800 – 3,9
2010 329’100 – 2,3
2015 325’700 – 1,3
2016 317’500 – 2,5
2017 312’300 – 1,6
2018 318’300 1,9

2017 2018  in % to
previous year period

Q1 312’200 314’600 0,8

Q2 312’200 317’500 1,7

Q3 312’300 320’400 2,6

Q4 312’600 320’500 2,5

Soure: BESTA employment statistics (Federal Statistical Office);
own calculations based on STATENT statistics (corporate structure) 

Annual values: average of all four quarters – rounded to the nearest 100.

The basis for the employment statistics was modified in Q1 2018 in line with the STATENT statistics
for corporate structures. The time series for the period 2015-2018 was adjusted accordingly in Q2 

2018.


